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Minutes of the West Hoathly Annual Parish Assembly 
Held on 2nd March 2020 in West Hoathly Village Hall 

 

There were 17 people present 
 

1) Chairman’s Welcome 
Anne Halligey, as chairman of the Parish Council, welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
2) Apologies for Absence 
Inspector Dommett sent his apologies at the last minute due to a family illness. 
 
3) Approval of Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 4th March 2019 
The minutes of the meeting of 4th March 2019 were agreed and the Chairman signed 
them as a true record.  
 
Copies of the annual report for 2019-20 were available at the meeting and would be 
available on the Parish Council website.   
 
At the last Assembly discussions took place on several points and progress had been 
made on these.  
 
4) Q&A with PCSO Paul Umney  
In Inspector Dommet’s absence the local Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) 
Paul Umney agreed to take questions.   
He began by introducing himself and PCSO Will Butler, a new PCSO who has joined 
the police on an apprenticeship scheme. 
 
They are 2 of 12 PCSOs within Mid Sussex and PCSO Umney is assigned to 
Lindfield, Scaynes Hill, Horsted Keynes, Ardingly, West Hoathly and Highbrook.  
Whilst PCSOs can get called to help out across the District the police are looking for 
the assigned PCSO to become the liaison point between the police, Parish Councils 
and the public.   
 
Whilst he hopes to spend time in each parish this is realistically not going to be as 
much as he would like. On Sunday he and PCSO Butler had spent some time in 
Sharpthorne getting to know the area. 
 
PCSO Umney had checked the databases for crimes reported in the area between 
1st January and 29th February.  In those 2 months there had been 48 reports made 
(which is a similar number to the other parishes he supports).  Of these nearly 50% 
were road incidents (which could include trees blocking roads, deer collisions, etc). 
 
Questions 
How can we as a community help the police get to know the area?  
The best way is to report things.  If nothing is reported then the police can’t pick up 
on any patterns of incidents 

http://www.hoathlyhub.info/WHPCdocs/Archive2019-2020/11Mar/zzReference/2020%20Annual%20Report%20of%20the%20Parish%20Council.pdf
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What is the balance between prevention and investigation?  
The focus of the PCSO role is prevention.  This can best be done by liaising with the 
Parish Council and the public and sharing intelligence on what is going on.  Do 
parishes know where there are CCTV cameras?  Some parishes/roads have set up 
WhatsApp groups to locally share information on people acting suspiciously. 
 
Do Facebook pages like Sussex Crimewatch help of hinder? 
These are useful but if incidents aren’t reported through the proper channels the 
police will not know about them and won’t be able to do anything. 
 
Do you have time set aside to have a visible presence in the local 
communities? 
Yes, where possible but with a large area the time spent will not be as much as the 
police would like. 
 
Where do road surface issues get reported?  
This is a County Council (West or East Sussex) responsibility rather than a police 
concern unless there has been an accident which the police should attend. 
 
Operation Crackdown is a multi-agency reporting tool for reporting anti- social driving 
or abandoned vehicles 
 
Is County Lines an issue in the area?  
This is not a major issue in the district.  There are drug issues in rural areas and the 
police would respond to intelligence led reporting (would need reporting by more than 
1 individual). 
 
How many of the promised 20,000 police will come to Sussex Police?  
Sussex police are looking to recruit a further 196 officers. 
The increase in numbers previously promised is now being seen on the ground. 
 
Are there any benefits to a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme?  
A Neighbourhood Watch scheme tends to have an overall co-ordinator and street co-
ordinators.  With technology like WhatsApp these tools are beginning to do some of 
the things the Neighbourhood Watch scheme carried out. 
 
The chairman thanked PCSO Umney and PCSO Butler for attending the Assembly 
and stated it was very helpful to have a named person to liaise with on Police issues.  
 
5) Parishioners’ views are sought on the following 

 

a) Climate change and actions residents and the Parish Council can take to 
reduce the impact 

Thoughts on what the Parish Council and residents could do were discussed.   

• Could more recycling be done over and above the blue bin scheme?  Could a 
directory of local places that take other items to recycle be put together (e.g. 
crisp packets, printer cartridges etc.)? 

• Use of fossil fuels – with limited public transport and dependency on cars can 
more car sharing be encouraged? 

• The Parish Council has signed up to the Tree Charter and is discussing planting 
more trees in the Parish the 2 possible areas being Finche Field and the 
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woodland adjacent to the Bluebell development which the Parish Council is 
considering taking on from the developer 

• The Parish Council is looking to see if an off-road cycle route would be feasible 
between the parish and East Grinstead.  The first stage is to contact relevant 
landowners.   

• Parish Tidy Day is held every year where residents are encouraged to help keep 
the verges free of rubbish.  This year Tidy Day is 14th March.  

 
b) The Metrobus 84 is the only public bus service that serves the parish.  

To ensure its ongoing future it needs to be used regularly by more 
people.  How can this be achieved? 

The Parish Council feels strongly that focus needs to continue on this issue.  The 
Cabinet member for Highways was invited to the Assembly but has not 
responded.  He had suggested the Parish Council precept for the extra £10,000 to 
restart the 18:10 service.  The full precept for the coming year is just over £70,000 
so an additional £10,00 is a significant amount.  Whilst it is the only bus through 
West Hoathly and Sharpthorne it does serve parts of Turners Hill and East 
Grinstead.  
An issue with the 84 bus is that it is stand-alone and doesn’t integrate with the 
rest of the bus timetable (so it is not easy to get the bus to Turners Hill and 
change for a bus to Haywards Heath).   
Metrobus has now agreed to and is advertising part of the route between Turners 
Hill and Dunnings Mill as a Hail and Ride service. 
Residents need to use the bus or it may end up being lost completely.   
It was suggested that, rather than consider the bus from the perspective of 
transport (and therefore budget driven) it should instead be looked at in the 
context of Communities and it being an essential service for the parish. 
 
c) The Parish Council maintains the public toilets on North Lane.  Are 

public toilets needed in the village? 
It was felt that the public toilets were used by people walking in the Village 
(including the many Duke of Edinburgh walkers), people working outdoors in the 
village and children using the Recreation Ground especially in the summer.   
It was felt that public toilets were a wonderful facility to have in the village and it 
would be a retrograde step for them to be removed. 

 
6) Parishioners’ Q&A session. 
 
Whilst recognising the recent storm damage there have been a number of 
power cuts locally.  Is there something the Parish Council can do? 
A few years ago the Parish Council expressed concern about the resilience of the 
power supply and improvements had been made. However, the Parish Council could 
write again to UK Power Networks.   
 
What can be done about recent WiFi outages?  It appears that those on the 
Ardingly exchange have access to Fibre to the Premises, but in the rest of the parish 
there is only Power to the Cabinet.  The Parish Council could write to Openreach with 
concerns about the discrepancy in service in different parts of the parish.  
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Could the Parish Council review the Facilities available within the open spaces 
for Children and others?  Finche Field is a wonderful resource and pleased to 
hear the Parish Council is looking at planting further trees.  Could the 
playgrounds be upgraded to make them more fit for purpose? It was suggested 
that with a new pavilion there may be opportunities to look at how the Rec and 
playarea are used.  The Parish Council invested in the playarea a few years ago and 
new play equipment is a significant investment.  


