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Minutes of the Meeting of West Hoathly Parish Council held on 

Monday 27 July 2020 at 8:00pm 
Draft Minutes subject to amendment 

 
* denotes absence 
 
Also present: 
Helen Schofield (Clerk) 
Leanne Andrews (Asst Clerk) 
 
There were no members of the public present 
 
Due to the restrictions put in place in response to the Covid-19 pandemic this meeting 
was held using video conferencing technology.  
   
93) To receive apologies for absence. 
Cllr Stockwell sent her apologies  
 
94) To consider the reason for long term absence of Robert Bruce and agree 

whether to accept these for an extended period of time. 
Neil Greatorex had carried out a test and arranged to support Robert Bruce 
accessing the virtual meeting.   Robert Bruce had tried to contact Neil Greatorex but 
Neil Greatorex was unable to reach him when he called back.  
 
The next meetings were in September.  Robert Bruce has the opportunity of joining 
the Planning meeting on 7th September and the Planning and Parish Council 
meetings on 29th September.  As some attempt had been made to try and join 
tonight’s meeting the Parish Council agreed to accept apologies to date but would not 
accept apologies beyond this date.  
 
95) To receive declarations of interest from Parish Councillors in respect of any 

matter on the agenda.  
Paul Brown declared an interest as a District Councillor and as local correspondent 
for the Open Spaces Society. 
  

Members  
Ken Allfree Paul Brown 
Robert Bruce * Will Buckley 
Jenny Edwards Kevin Gould (Vice Chairman) 
Neil Greatorex Anne Halligey  
Claire Hilton Douglas Denham St Pinnock (Chairman) 
Martin Robinson  
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96) To approve minutes of the Meeting of West Hoathly Parish Council held on 

29th June 2020 (Document Reference 2021) 
The minutes were approved and the Chairman will sign them as a true record at a 
later date. 
 
97) To receive the clerk’s report 
The clerks report was received. 
 
It was noted that the tree work carried out in The Hollow and in Gravetye Woods was 
to remove dead and diseased trees particularly those with ash die back. 
 
98) To receive Councillor reports 

a) West Sussex County Councillor Report 
There was no report. 
The Parish Council agreed that representation should be made to WSCC 
regarding the lack of an appropriate diversion being put in place whilst The Hollow 
was closed for the day for gulley repair work. There had been major disruption for 
residents with vehicles unsuitable for the local roads being diverted through the 
centre of the village.  
 
b) Mid Sussex District Councillor Report 

i) MSDC held a full Council meeting on 22nd July (virtually) at which it 
was agreed that the Site Allocation DPD would have its final consultation 
starting on 3rd August for 8 weeks.  All comments would be sent to the 
Planning Inspector for his review.  Council also received a treasury report 
for the forthcoming year.  

ii) MSDC Planning Design Guide.   Following the consultation process this 
has now been updated and has been vastly improved. 

iii) Land adjacent to Marjac.  Cllr Brown had sent his concerns regarding 
Highways issues related to this development to the Planning Officer.  The 
response was that WSCC Highways had not raised severe concerns at the 
planning application stage and that now permission had been given 
planning could not seek any changes. 

iv) Leisure Centres A question was asked about the re-opening of the leisure 
centres.   MSDC are in discussion with the company who operate the 3 
centres but they are unlikely to be re-opening in August.  

 
99) To consider the proposed street name for the 3 new dwellings adjacent to 

Marjac as proposed by the Asset & Highways Committee  
It was agreed that the name Longview Lane was acceptable. 
 
100) To consider whether the Parish Council wishes to become the Custodian 

of both the electronic and physical Local History Archive  
It was agreed that at the time the Parish Council became custodian of the physical 
archive the Parish Council should be given a copy of the electronic archive for safe 
keeping and to ensure there was an electronic version available in the future. 
 
It was agreed that a small group, including members of the Parish Council should 
consider options for how the electronic archive could be made more publicly 
accessible in the future.   
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However, the Parish Council did not have the resources to take on the role of local 
history archivist.  
 
101) To review the Financial Statements to 30 June 2020  

a) To review expenditure against budget for the 3 months to 30 June 2020  
The report to the end of June 2020 was noted.  
 

b) Parish Council Bank Reconciliation 
c) Parish Council Summary Receipts and Payments 

The Parish Council Financial Statements were noted.  
 
d) Trustees of West Hoathly Village Hall Bank Reconciliation 
e) Trustees of West Hoathly Village Hall Summary Receipts and Payments 

The Trustees of West Hoathly Village Hall Financial Statements were noted.  
  

102) To ratify and approve the payments for July 2020 
a) Parish Council Payments 
The Parish Council payments of £3,266.35 were proposed. All agreed and the 
payments were approved.  
 
b) Trustees of West Hoathly Village Hall Payments 
The Trustees of West Hoathly Village Hall payments of £372.23 were proposed. 
All agreed and the payments were approved.  

 
103) To receive Committee Reports 

a) To note Minutes of Meetings taken place 
i) Planning 29th June 2020 (document reference 2020). 
ii) Asset & Highways 20th July 2020 (document reference 2022) 

The minutes were noted  
 
104) To receive correspondence 

a) Request from William Robinson Trust. It was agreed that this should be 
discussed at the next liaison meeting.  The clerk will arrange a date for this to 
take place.  

b) Resident concern regarding Ibstock brickworks. The clerk was asked to 
write to Ibstock asking that the Parish Council be made aware of their plans 
when these were available. 

c) Karate Group request to use the Hall in August.  The request was agreed 
and the group would be asked to test out the proposed guidelines for hirers 
using the Hall. 

d) Cycling Event.  A cycle event was to be held on 5th September which 
includes a route through the parish from Tyes Cross to Selsfield Common and 
along Ardingly Road.   

 
105) To receive reports from external meetings attended by councillors 

a) CAGNE Parish Forum (Martin Robinson).  The Parish Forum is not part of 
the lobby group but was set up to disseminate information relating to Gatwick 
to local Parish Councils.  Prior to Covid-19 parishes took it in turns to host the 
meetings.  The proposed £4 per parish is to support the continuation of these 
meetings using video technology.  The Parish Council was therefore content to 
pay.  
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b) Parish Cluster meeting (Paul Brown, Claire Hilton and Douglas Denham 
St Pinnock).  The meeting notes had been circulated and noted. 

 
106) Items to report in The Chronicle magazine and on Facebook 
Suggested items were  

• A reminder that householders are responsible for keeping the pavements 
around their house clear of vegetation.  

• An analysis of the recent SID data  

• Acknowledgement of the issues arising from the closure of The Hollow and 
that the Parish Council had written to WSCC Highways. 

• Further thanks to local businesses for their continued support during the 
Covid19 pandemic 

• Land adjacent to The Bluebells 

• The residents’ initiative at Tyes Cross  
 
107) In the light of Covid-19 guidelines to consider timings of future Parish 

Council meetings  
The current guidance is to continue with virtual meetings unless this is not possible.  
It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to hold meetings in this way and 
therefore this item should be put on the agenda for the next meeting until such time 
as the Parish Council agree to start holding face to face meetings.  The Parish 
Council would consider timings of meetings at that point.  
 
All September meetings would be held using video technology. 
 
108) To note items of interest or items for inclusion at next meeting of the 

Parish Council  
 
Date of next meeting 28th September 2020  

 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:47 
 
 
 
 
Chairman---------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 


