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Minutes of the Meeting of the Asset and Highways Committee held on 
Monday 15th July 2019 at 7:30pm in West Hoathly Village Hall 

  
Members:  
Paul Brown (Vice Chairman) Jenny Edwards * 
Neil Greatorex Claire Hilton 
Douglas Denham St Pinnock 
(Chairman) 

Martin Robinson * 

  
Also Present   
Rita des Forges (Tree Warden)  
Helen Schofield (Clerk)  
  
* denotes absence  

 
78) To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Martin Robinson. Jenny Edwards was absent. 
 
79) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors in respect of any matter 

on the Agenda 
There were none. 
 
80)  To invite nominations and approve lay members to the committee 

It was proposed and AGREED to invite Rita des Forges and Nick des Forges (Tree 
Wardens) to join the committee as lay members. 
 
81)  To approve minutes of the Meeting of the Asset & Highways Committee held 

on 18th March 2019 (Document Reference 1908) and 20th May 2019 (Document 
Reference 1916) 

The minutes were APPROVED and the Chairman signed them as a true record.  
              
82) To receive the clerk’s report and note any points of interest  
The clerk’s report was received and points since the last meeting noted. 
 
83) To review expenditure against budget to 30th June 2019 
The expenditure was noted.  The budget for maintaining the Vinols Cross area is over 
budget and will need to be monitored.  Other areas with overspend were due to money 
coming from Ear Marked Reserves. 
  
Assets 
 
84) To receive report on Finche Field 

a) Allotments 
i) To consider quotes received for deer proofing fencing between The 

Hollow and the bottom allotment site.  

http://www.hoathlyhub.info/WHPCdocs/Archive2018-2019/11Mar/1908%20Asset%20and%20Highways%20minutes%2020190318.pdf
http://www.hoathlyhub.info/WHPCdocs/Archive2019-2020/01May/1916%20Asset%20and%20Highways%20minutes%2020%20May%202019.pdf
http://www.hoathlyhub.info/WHPCdocs/Archive2019-2020/01May/1916%20Asset%20and%20Highways%20minutes%2020%20May%202019.pdf
http://www.hoathlyhub.info/WHPCdocs/Archive2019-2020/03Jul/zzReference/1924%20Clerks%20Asset%20Highways%20Report%2020190715.pdf
http://www.hoathlyhub.info/WHPCdocs/Archive2019-2020/03Jul/zzReference/WHPC%20Asset%20Highways%20Receipts%20&%20Payments%20by%20Budget%20Heading%2030_06_2019
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Only 1 quote had been received which was significantly more than the 
allocated budget.  It was AGREED to seek further quotes in the Autumn 
when hopefully contractors were less busy and more interested in the work.  

ii) To consider suggestion made at the Allotment Holders meeting that a 
deposit is taken when an allotment is allocated and this is retained if 
a plot is not maintained. In accordance with the tenancy agreement. 
The suggestion was discussed.  It was AGREED not to set up a deposit 
scheme as the committee believed that the administration would outweigh 
the benefit.   

 
A member of the public arrived. 
 
It was AGREED to suspend standing orders to allow them to speak.  
 
The resident wished to raise concerns about the encroachment on to the Highway 
following work carried out at 2 Glenham Place. 
 
It was confirmed that the Parish Council had already raised concerns with MSDC who 
had reported that planning consent would be required for the hard standing and that 
Highways would be following up with the resident regarding the wall which WSCC 
viewed as an unlawful structure on the Highway.  The clerk AGREED to follow up with 
MSDC to find out the current status.  
 
A member of the public left. 
 
Standing Orders were reinstated. 
  

iii) To review Allotment Policy 
The policy was put together to help with the management of the allotments and 
would be implemented with a light touch.  The Allotment Policy was 
APPROVED.   

b) To consider replacement of the current litter bin in Finche Field with a 
purpose made wooden bin 

At the last meeting the current litter bin had been viewed as unsightly in light of the 
Heritage Trail route.  Concern was raised that enclosing it would leave gaps 
between the bin and surround where rubbish could build up.  It was AGREED to 
leave the current bin and review whether to budget for a new bin next financial year. 

 
85) To agree schedule of tree work following review with the tree surgeon 

(includes the impact of ash die back)  
Following a review of the trees around North Lane Rec and Finche Field the tree 
surgeon had provided a quote for dealing with ash die back in a number of the trees.  
The total was more than the allocated budget.   
It was AGREED to carry out the necessary work on the trees closest to the Highway 
at a cost of £2,495 (the allocated budget for tree work in 2019-20).  The situation will 
be reviewed in November and if there is still money in the general maintenance budget 
further work would be carried out.   
Neil Greatorex commented that there were 2 ash trees in the Rec behind 61 and 62 
Broadfield that were also showing signs of ash die back that ought to be added to the 
list.  
 
The suggested tree work at the allotments would also be left and reviewed later in the 
year. 

http://www.hoathlyhub.info/WHPCdocs/Archive2019-2020/03Jul/zzReference/WHPC_Allotment_Policy.pdf
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86) To consider the MSDC schedule for emptying the parish litter bins 
The clerk had contacted MSDC to clarify the schedule for emptying the litter bins in the 
parish.  It was confirmed they are emptied once a week on a Friday.  MSDC would not 
be able to offer any service on a Monday.  It was therefore AGREED to keep the 
schedule as it currently is. 
  
87) To receive report on public toilets 

a) To consider costs for replacing the toilet in the gents 
Following a temporary fix to the flush mechanism it was AGREED there was no 
urgency to replace the toilet.  The situation would be monitored and the quote kept 
on file.   

 
88) To receive update on the Local Heritage Trail 

a) To receive a status report on the distribution of the trail leaflet and 
confirm proposed next steps. 

The Heritage Leaflet has now been printed and copies distributed to local places 
(The Priest House, St Margaret’s Church, Bluebell Railway, Gravetye Manor, the 
local pubs and East Grinstead Library).  Tim Baker was currently discussing the 
information boards with the sign company and the working group were waiting for 
a mock-up of the proposed boards.  Claire Hilton would follow up to get a timetable 
for this.  
Once the information boards are in place it was proposed advertising the Trail more 
widely within the Parish. The working group would then consider a similar trail 
around Sharpthorne.   
The committee wished to express its thanks to Tim Baker for the hard work he had 
put into not only preparing the Trail but seeking funding in support of it. 
b) To confirm painting requirements at the public toilets and whether to 

include the main doors to the pavilion. 
It was AGREED to paint the bollards and external paintwork on the public toilets 
and the metal sign for Coronation Clump in Finche Field. 
 
The painting of the pavilion would be considered in November when setting the 
budget. 

 
Highways 

 
89) To note issues on parish footpaths and bridleways 
The clerk reported a broken gate on footpath 5 (behind West Hoathly Garage).  It was 
noted that the gate had been installed by WSCC to stop vehicles being driven down 
the footpath and abandoned in Gravetye Woods.  
 
Paul Brown has discussed installing stiles with dog gates with a local landowner.  It 
was AGREED to look at costs for budgeting next year. 
 
90) To receive report on the parish’s rural fingerposts  
The annual review of the fingerposts has been carried out.  There is currently no major 
work required. 
 
91) To review the experience of using the portable Speed Indicator Device (SID). 
The parish had the SID for 4 weeks in May and June and covered both the Spring 
Break Half Term and the South of England Show weekend.  Both of these were 
reflected in the volume of traffic being recorded as using the C319. 
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The committee saw this first use as a learning experience. Locations are limited as the 
SID has to be attached to a piece of street furniture and needs to be a minimum of 3 
feet away from the edge of the road.  In the 4 weeks the SID was used in 3 different 
locations.   
The Cluster SID has a limitation in that it can’t easily be set to monitor speeds in a 
40mph area.   
The time needed to install and move the SID should not be underestimated.  
The SID was however a useful deterrent and seemed to slow vehicles down. 
According to the current timetable the parish will next have access to a SID (the WSCC 
one) in October 2019. 
 
92) To review the Winter Management Plan for 2019 
The Winter Management Plan was reviewed and APPROVED. 
  
93) To receive feedback from Metrobus/ WSCC following the meeting regarding 

the 85 service and consider a survey of residents on Metrobus usage  
Following the useful meeting with Metrobus and WSCC attended by the clerk and Paul 
Brown both Metrobus and WSCC responded to the proposals put forward.   
It was AGREED that the next steps should be to consider ways of promoting the 84 
bus further to encourage greater use of the existing service.  
A series of articles is being prepared for The Chronicle highlighting day trips that could 
be made starting on the Metrobus 84. It was AGREED to keep these electronically 
available on the HoathlyHub for future reference. 
 
94) To consider purchasing new lights for the Sharpthorne Christmas Tree 
It was AGREED to purchase a new set of LED lights (plus adaptable box) for the 
Christmas Tree in Sharpthorne up to cost of £150. 
 
95) Request for a charity London to Brighton walk in September to use Finche 

Field as a rest stop. 
It was AGREED to allow Finche Field to be used as a rest stop for the charity walk in 
September.  Details would be requested so that local residents could be made aware 
of what and when it was happening. 
 
96) To note information for Councillors 

 
Date of next meeting 16th September 2019 

 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:45 
 
 
 
 
Chairman---------------------------------------------------- 

 

http://www.hoathlyhub.info/WHPCdocs/Archive2019-2020/03Jul/zzReference/201920_Local_Winter_Management_Plan.pdf

